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Wyoming Library celebrates its 50th anniversary

Wyoming Library, which began
operation as the Prospect Park Li-
brary on December 8, 1957, has
celebrated its 50th anniversary.

In aceremony attended by Julia
Clarke, Library director; Toni Mar-
torelli, director of Cultural Ser-
vices; and Joyce Frashier, aformer
manager of the branch, neighbors
and members of the staff reminisced
about the branch and the people who
worked there over the years.

Surrounded with roses

When the building opened with
four staff members, it had room for
35,000 booksin its 7,900 square feet
of space. (It actually had only 6,000
books.) It wasthe fourth library in
Albuquerque, after Main, Ernie Pyle
and Los Griegos. In 1979, ageneral
obligation bond was passed, allowing
anew building to open in 1982 with
16,214 square feet and a book collec-
tion of over 80,000 items.

A second renovation was com-
pleted in June 2007. The collection
now numbers well over 100,000
items, and there are six full -time and
seven part-time staff members.

Thelibrary is surrounded by the
Albuquerque Rose Garden which
contains more than 1,200 rose
bushes. It is maintained on avolun-
teer basis by the Albugerque Rose
Society.

JULIA CLARKE (left), director of the Library System and former man-
ager of the Wyoming Branch, greets the crowd celebrating the 50th an-
niversary of the branch. With her is current manager, Joani Murphy.

Two assistant directors named

Ida Mazzoni and Dean Smith
have been named assistant direc-
torsfor the Library System.

Ida, who has most recently
been manager of the Main Li-
brary, has also served as Serials/
AV Services manager and head of
Information Servicesin Albuquer-
que. Earlier, shewas head of the
NATO Defense College Library
in Rome, Italy; librarian and
documentation officer for the
United Nations in Rome; librarian
for Fleming College in Florence,
Italy; and head of preliminary
cataloging at the Widener Library
at Harvard University. She holds
a bachelor’ s degree in Spanish
language and literature from
Hunter College and a master’s

degreein library science from Sim-
mons College.

Dean has been senior development
librarian in the Southwark Libraries
in London, where he worked on pro-
jectsfor teens and wrote and admin-
istered a refugee outreach grant,
working with the underserved popu-
lation. He also worked as senior chil-
dren’slibrarian and regional librarian
for The New York Public Library,
where he planned new libraries and
major renovations. Dean holds a
bachelor’ s degree in education and
media services from Ball State Uni-
versity and amaster’sin library and
information science from Indiana
University. Dean has settled in Albu-
querque after ayear of international
travel.
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Between Friends

President’s message: Dedicated volunteers
make huge difference for Library System

The Friends for the Public Li-
brary Board of Directors and the
Library Advisory Board made
some great strides over the past
year to work more cohesively to-
gether, including ajoint social in
October last year and ajoint board
meeting in early January of this
year. What a dedicated and pas-
sionate group of people who care
so much about the Library System!

Boards working together

The goal wasto work better to-
gether so that these two groups can
improve their support for each
other inraising private dollars by
way of the book sales and grants
through the Friends and advocacy
and bond advocacy through the
Library Advisory Board.

Together, both groups continue
to do some amazing work. We, of
course, could not do it without you
—our dedicated members.

Here are some of the 2007 high-
lights:

Friendsfor theLibrary Board
Accomplishments

—Provided the Library System
with a $142,000 budget to cover
the Summer Reading Program, all
additional library programming;
staff training (including travel) and
staff appreciation. Last year, 11

employees attended national con-
ferences and training opportuni-
ties. Oneexampleisthere-
quired training for the “Big
Read,” which was held in Minne-
sota.

—Designated $5,000 income
from a bequest to be spent annu-
aly for Dia de los Nifios pro-
gramming.

—Raised $8,000 to $10,000 (and
sometimes more) through
monthly book sales.

—Operated the Used Bookshop
on the ground floor of the Main
Library. Revenueincreased dur-
ing 2007.

—Funded a competitive scholar-
ship for library employees en-
rolled in agraduate-level library
science program.

—Served as the fiscal agent for
grants and bequests to the Library
System. Two examples are the
Gates Foundation technol ogy
grants and various grants for the
Every Child Ready to Read™
program.

—Supported local organizations.
One exampleis the donation of
1,000 books to the Albuquerque
Business Education Compact’s
annual book drive.

—Provided arewarding volun-
teer opportunity for many in the
community. One of the Friends
volunteers, Fran Macintyre, won

the Governor’s Award for Volun-
teer of the Year.

—Worked to addressinternal is-
sues such asincreasing member-
ship, improving Bookshop visibil-
ity, and successful advertising to
increase Bookshop traffic and
overall awareness of the book
sales.

Advisory Board
Accomplishments

—Raised $780,000 for library capi-
tal improvements by working with
state legislators.

—Worked with City Councilors to
increase amounts allocated to the
library in the 2007 bonds. The
increased amount for materials was
tremendously important.

—Nominated the Summer Reading
Program for a Bravos Award—the
program won the award!

—Discussed and devel oped strate-
giesto improve library advocacy.
These strategiesinclude: promote
library programs and endeavors;
advocate for funding; seek oppor-
tunities with other library-related
groups, enhance the visibility of
the library in the community; invite
community leaders, neighborhood
association representatives, state
and city representatives to meet-
ings; form a speakers’ bureau; and
bring recommendations from the

community to the staff.
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Director:
Every Child Ready to Read

In early 2007, our Library System launched the Every
Child Ready to Read™ program. This program, devel-
oped by the American Library Association, is designed to
prepare children to be successful readers and learners by
teaching early literacy skills. Early literacy iswhat chil-
dren know about reading and writing before they can actu-
aly read or write.

In an hour-long training session, parents and caregivers
learn techniques to provide children with the skills to be-
come lifelong learners. The program teaches six essential
skillsthat parents and caregivers can use with their chil-
dren to develop early literacy skills.

The skills are the same for each age level, but are appro-
priate for the age of the child. The standard workshops are
divided into the following age groups: newborn to two-
year-olds, two- to three-year-olds, and four- to five-year-
olds. Provided with the instruction are handouts, bro-
chures, booklists and ideas to help parents and caregivers
when they get home. The key to this early literacy instruc-
tion isto make it fun for parents, caregivers and children
so that everyone benefits from the experience. Children
may accompany parents or caregiversto any of the work-
shops.

A study conducted by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, “A Nation at Risk,” found that preschool children
whose parents read to them are much better prepared to
start school and perform significantly better in school than
those who have not been exposed to reading. Parents and
caregivers are the best “teachers’ to get their children
ready for learning to read.

Children begin to get ready to read long before they start
school. They have short attention spans, but enjoy repeat-
ing favorite activities such as reading and playing word
games. Parents can share these activities frequently for
short amounts of time throughout the day, and can take

advantage of times when their child isin the “mood.”
(Continued on page 6)
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Profile:

Carolyn Minette, a triple-threat volunteer

When Carolyn Minette retired
from the Albuquerque Public
Schools two years ago, she knew
exactly what she wanted to do.

She immediately joined the
Friends' Pricing & Sorting staff,
spending her Thursdays going
through donated books, then help-
ing to set up for the monthly book
sales and sometimes working the
salesaswell.

No couch potato here!

At the same time, she became a
volunteer at the Maxwell Museum
of Anthropology and at the Nature
Center, taking trunks packed with
educational materials to present
programs at schools and retirement
homes. “It'saway to keep teach-
ing,” shesays. “I just pack up my
trunk and go, and there' s no paper
work to do!”

When she' s not sorting books or
presenting programs, she’'s busy
making quilts, “for my Mom, my
sister and for all my grandchil-
dren.” And she works out regu-
larly to keep in shape for her active
life.

In between all of these activities,
she has abusy travel schedule,
thanksin large part to the fact that
her daughter married a Norwegian
gentleman who works for the
United Nations World Food Pro-
gram. Asthey movefrom one

country to another, she visits
them—in Norway, China, Paki-
stan, Thailand, Italy. She has
ridden elephants, gone river raft-
ing and plansto return to Rome
for her third visit this spring.

Some memories stay with her.
“When we were traveling up the
Kharakorum Highway in North-
ern Pakistan,” sherecalls, “we
encountered so many children
who were offering handfuls of
garnets in exchange for pens and
pencils. These children are so
desperate for education and an
entrance into the 21st Century,
and yet their parents, grandpar-
ents and political leaders are so
busy fighting among themselves
for very small territories and
wealth...that they really don't
notice. What is more important,
adiamond upon afinger or a
child upon a mountain?’

Carolyn grew up in Cle Elum,
Washington, alittle town east of
the Cascade M ountains from Se-

attle. (“It wasreally coldinthe
winters, and there was one big
storm that lasted from October
through March!”) She earned her
master’ s degree from the Univer-
sity of Oregon and her bachelor’s
degree from the University of
Montanain Billings, where she
belonged to a spelunking club and
enjoyed mountain climbing. But
when a bunch of her friends were
killed in an avalanche in Y ukon—
on atrip she did not go on—she
stopped climbing mountains.

“My kids were freaked out about
it, so | stopped.” Sheraised her
son and daughter in Oregon—with
the ocean on one side and the
mountains on the other. “They are
both happily married, leading
good, solid lives,” she sayswith
satisfaction. Her son still livesin
the Northwest—in Washington—
with his family, and she enjoys
visiting him there and going
salmon fishing.

(Continued on page 6)

January 12
February 9
March 8
April 12
May 10
June 14

May 11

2008 Used Book Sales

Main Library, 501 Copper NW, 10am-4pm. Information: 768-5167.

Second Saturday of Every Month:

July 12
August 9
September 13
October 11
November 8
December 13

Semi-Annual, $3-a-Bag, Sunday Clearance Sales:

November 9




Library wins
Best of the City award

Juan Tabo Library’s Music and Movement Story-
time was voted “Best Storytime” by the readers of
Albuquerque the Magazine. And the Library System
asawholewas voted the “Best Placeto Meet aNice
Girl”!

Juan Tabo’ s nontraditional storytime combines mu-
sic, stories, finger plays, rhythm instruments and more
for afun and educational library experience. Geared
towards children ages 0-5, it gets both parents and
children MOVING! It takes place on Wednesdayss,
Thursdays and Saturdays at 10:30 am at the Juan Tabo
Library, 3407 Juan Tabo NE.

For a complete list of branches offering fun and
educational storytimesfor children, aswell as other
programs, visit the library web site at www.cabq.gov/

library.

Yes! 1 want to be a Friend for the Public Library,

Members recerve a guarierly newsletier, free admission (o owr monthly book sales, and a 10% discouni at any Friends bookshop,

Spring 2008

The Friends for the Public
Library is a volunteer
organization that assists the
Library through advocacy and
fund-raising. Friends funds
purchase equipment and
supplies for Library programs,
such as the Summer Reading
Program, community outreach
projects and workshops for
day-care providers. Major
fund-raising efforts include the
monthly book sales and the
Bookshop at the Main Library.
To become a member, mail the
form below with membership
dues to Membership, Friends for
the Public Library, P.O. Box
26657, Albuquerque, NM
87125-6657. Dues cover the
calendar year from January 1
through December 31.

ONEW [ RENEWAL

Proceeds benefit the Albuguergue Bernalillo County Lilrary Svsiem

O 810 Student'Teacher (1 card) 0 510 Senior (1 card) O $15 Individual (1 card) O $20 Family (2 cards) 03 530+ Patron (4 cards)

Corporate Membership: 0 $50 Bronze (5 cards) 0 $100 Silver (10 cards) O $230 Gold (15 cards)

Diwgs ave for the colendar year, Jan. [« Dec. 31 Joln after November [ and receive membership pood thrangh the following calendar year
Addiriong! membership cards may be purchased for 85 ench

# of additional cards (add 85 per card):

-~ cemailh

City/State:

lotal Enclosed: §

Zip:

[0 1AM INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING. PLEASE CONTACT ME.

Friends for the Public Libeary PO Box 26657 & Albuquergue, NM 87125-6657
For information, call (S05) 768-5167 » TTYY wsers call (800) 639-8331



Friends for the Public Library
P.O. Box 26657
Albuquerque, NM 87125-6657
768-5167
www.friendsforthelibrary.org

President’s message

(Continued from page 2)
—Initiated a dialogue with the Friends for the Library Board
and held a social gathering to further this relationship.

—Invited elected officials to Board meetings. Those attending
included: County Commissioner Teresa Cordova; Representa-
tive Gail Chasey; City Councilor Isaac Benton; Eldon John-
son, Cherry Hills Civic Association; Cliff Richardson, Cherry
Hills Civic Association; Ron Sissel, president, District 4 Coa-
lition of Neighborhood Associations; Representative Tom
Anderson; Senator Joe Carraro; Mimi Aledo, Councilor Cadi-
gan’s assistant; and Mary Salazar, representing Commissioner
Armijo.

—Participated in the Cultural Services Department retreat to

discuss: “What can we do to ensure continued growth of qual-

ity service in our community and secure sustained funding?”’
—Brian Morris

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
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Albuquerque, NM
Permit No. 411

Profile: Carolyn Minette

(Continued from page 4)

Carolyn was a middle-school science, socia studies and
special reading teacher for 17 yearsin Albuguerque, and be-
fore that in Oregon and Washington. (She asked around and
researched many warmer places, beforefinally piling all her
stuff into her station wagon, headed to Albuquerque and got
herself ajob.)

“It's been awonderful retirement. It’s so nice to get to pick
up and go whenever | want. |I’'ve had alot of really great ex-
periences. |'ve been very fortunate, and there’s more to
come!”

—Barbara Ruzinsky

Every Child Ready to Read

(Continued from page 3)

Program sponsorsinclude: The Friendsfor the Library,
Target Corporation, the Urban Enhancement Trust Fund, the
M cCune Foundation, Sandia National Laboratories and private
contributors. For more information about this program or to
schedule a program in your area, contact Hallie Barnes at 768-
5103.

—JuliaL. Clarke



