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A different prize every week! 

Summer Reading theme:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS PART OF  
the Library’s  
Summer  
Reading  
Program,   
JUBALation, a  
local children’s  
musical group,  
performs  
at the South  
Broadway Library. 

ers and pen/highlighters, will also 
make great school supplies in the 
fall. 
 
    This summer, the Library has 
offered more activities for teens 
and adults than ever before.  
Teens have been able to partici-
pate in movie makeup workshops, 
comic writing workshops, guitar 
and music workshops, classes on 
rockets and radioactivity, life-
sized board games, T-shirt paint-
ing and battles of the bands.  
Adults have enjoyed cooking 
demonstrations with local chefs, 
music programs, handwriting 
analysis and wire-sculpting work-
shops. 
 
    Each year, the Friends for the 
Library support the Library Sys-
tem’s Summer Reading Program. 

    The Library’s 2009 Summer 
Reading Program, “Be Creative at 
Your Library,” got off to a great 
start.  As of the first week in July, 
more than 25,000 children, teens 
and adults had registered, and 
nearly 13,000 people had partici-
pated in special summer events 

like storytimes, puppet shows, musi-
cal performances and art workshops. 
 
    Children and teens received read-
ing logs to track what they were read-
ing over the summer, as well as 
bookmarks and a schedule of all the 
special summer activities.  
 
    Each week that they visited the 
Library, children and teens took 
home a different prize as encourage-
ment for reading.  Many prizes, like 
pencils, drawstring book-packs, fold-
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Allocation to Library Board 

Friends support 2009-2010 Library programs 
with nearly $150,000 in funds raised by volunteers 
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By Brian Morris, President 
Friends for the Public Library 
 
   A big thank you to everyone who 
joined us in June at our Annual 
Volunteer Reception and Annual 
Meeting for the Friends for the 
Public Library at the Albuquerque 
Museum.  We had great food, a 
great time and went through our 

annual process of inducting new 
Board members, approving a new 
budget for our fiscal year (which 
began on July 1) and we all got a 
chance to socialize with each other 
as we walked around one of Albu-
querque’s finest assets, the Albu-
querque Museum. 
 
    This annual process is always a 
great time to get together, thank 
our volunteers and have a good 
time.  But for the Board of Direc-
tors of the Friends, it’s a time when 
we analyze our budget, close one 
fiscal year out and begin another.  
I’m proud to say that Melissa and 
the crew of volunteers continue to 
set records with our monthly book 
sales!  The Book Shop continues to 
do incredibly well, and the Friends 
continue to allocate funds annually 
to the Library System for the Sum-
mer Reading Program, Dia de los 
Ninos program, staff training and 
scholarships, staff awards and in-
centives, Center for the Book and, 
for the first time, we were able to 

make an allocation to the Library 
Advisory Board to allow them to 
be even more fruitful in their 
advocacy efforts. 
 
    Because of our volunteers’ 
hard work and efforts all year 
long, we were able to allocate 
nearly $150,000 back to the Li-
brary System for programs for 
the 2009-2010 year.  I’m proud 
of this achievement, and I know 
that’s a lot of pricing and sorting 
and countless hours from hun-
dreds of volunteers.  Because of 
your hard work, children are 
learning to read and families are 
discovering new opportunities to 
read together, strengthening the 
family unit. 

    You should be proud of the work 
you do through the Friends, 
whether you donate your time, 
money, used books or if you buy 
books at the sales or shop.  See you 
at the next book sale! 
 

*** 
 

By Christina Miles, Chair 
Library Advisory Board 
 
    The Library Advisory Board 
members are overwhelmed with 
gratitude to the Friends for your 
generous allocation of $3,000 to 
our Board for library advocacy 
expenses.  We will be most consci-
entious in assuring that your gener-

 

KELLY DARNELL and Kevin Unrath,  Wyoming/Hillerman staff members, 
participate in the grand opening of a new Walmart store on Wyoming 
Blvd.  The Walmart Foundation is giving the Friends $3,000 to be used 

(Continued on page 6) 
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From the Director: 

How to stay cool in a heat wave! 

    As I write, we are in the midst of a heat wave.  It is gratify-
ing to know that more than 25,000 Albuquerque children, 
teens and adults have signed up for our Summer Reading Pro-
gram—and that all of them are staying cool by reading good 
books from their Library! 
 
    July 1 is “New Year’s Day’ for Library staff.  At the begin-
ning of each fiscal year, we evaluate the accomplishments of 
the previous 12 months.  We have good news to share!  Dur-
ing that time period, we: 
 

• Welcomed 2,498,296 Library customers through our 
doors 

• Checked out 4,862,599 items 

• Answered 931,258 reference and directional questions 

• Hosted 566,736 public computer sessions 

• Issued 44,069 Library cards and Smartcards™ 

• Conducted 2,108 programs 

• Entertained 65,095 children and teens 
 
    Things are off to a good start in this fiscal year.  On July 
15, the Walmart Foundation gave $3,000 to the Friends for the 
Public Library for programming at the Wyoming/Tony 
Hillerman Library.  Library staff participated in the grand 
opening of the new Walmart store on Woming Boulevard, just 
south of Menaul.  (See photo on page 2.) 
 
    The Library System is partnering with the Santa Fe Opera 
again this year to offer the “Big Read” program.  The  Big 
Read will begin on September 14 and will run through 
October 11.  This year’s selection is “Fahrenheit 451.”  The 
kick-off event will include “Fiery Foods with Jane Butel” and 
other fun activities.  Check with your local branch for more 
information. 
 
    Clearly, our Libraries are busier than ever.  Our staff 
continues to rise to the occasion and to find opportunities to 
introduce new services.  The year ahead is full of promise. 
 

—Julia Clarke 
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dollars to live in the city,” she said, 
“so I moved back to Albuquerque.  
That’s where my chosen family is, 
the people who love me!” 
 
    Now she is an implementation 
consultant for GeoLearning.  She 
explains it this way:  “If you are a 
large corporation with a compli-
cated learning program, I help you 
configure and set up your learning 
management system (LMS).  This 
means I help figure out how you 
will update users in your LMS, 
how you will administer learning 
and how you will integrate your 
LMS with any other systems you 
use.  I typically work with a client 
for three to nine months.” 
 
    She has worked with Google, 
FEMA and the United Nations 
Development Programme, among 
others.  “I love my job!” 
 
    She now lives in northwest Al-
buquerque and is happy to be back, 
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Second stint as secretary 

though “I miss San Francisco and 
go there every chance I get.”   
 
    She is also happy to be helping 
again on the Board and in the 
Saturday sales.  “I’ve been im-
pressed with how the book sales 
have grown while I was gone, 
and I look forward to helping the 
Board develop new revenue-
generating ideas. 
 
    She describes her working 
career as one in which “she man-
aged things.”  She owned and 
operated a restaurant for 10 years 
as one of two partners.  She was a 
technical writer for a company 
that developed video gaming 
machines; she wrote instruction 
manuals and soon moved up to 
the supervisory position and 
managed the work of other tech-

nical writers within the company.  
She holds a degree in mechanical 
engineering from Montana State 
University. 
 
    She’s just returned from a vaca-
tion in which she attended two mu-
sic festivals, a favorite activity of 
hers.  She also enjoys quilting, per-
sonal travel and reading current 
affairs non-fiction.   

Susan Hurley: 
Happy to be back in Albuquerque and with the Friends! 

FRIENDS Board members (from left) Beverly Jones, Susan Hurley 
and Hazel Thornton enjoy the Annual Volunteer Reception held in 
June at the Albuquerque Museum.  Susan is replacing Hazel as 
Board secretary for the coming term. 

    On Tuesday, July 14, while 
Bookshop manager Marilynn Mot-
teler and her husband, Zane, were 
on duty, the Bookshop took in 
$386.90, a probable record for a 
weekday.  They have occasionally 
beat that total on Saturdays when 
the Book Sale was also on at the 
Main Library. 

Big day at Bookshop 

    Susan Hurley was Friends Board 
secretary in 2004 when her em-
ployer, TiVo, promoted her to a 
management position in San Fran-
cisco, so she did not finish out her 
term.  But now she is back, giving 
it another try! 
 
    She lived in San Francisco for 
three years and then quit working 
for TiVo.  “I wanted to own a 
home and didn’t have a million 
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The Friends for the Public  
Library is a volunteer  
organization that assists the 
Library through advocacy and 
fund-raising.  Friends funds 
purchase equipment and  
supplies for Library programs, 
such as the Summer Reading 
Program, community outreach 
projects and workshops for  
day-care providers.  Major 
fund-raising efforts include the 
monthly book sales and the 
Bookshop at the Main Library.  
To become a member, mail the 
form below with membership 
dues to Membership, Friends for 
the Public Library, P.O. Box 
26657, Albuquerque, NM  
87125-6657.  Dues cover the  
calendar year from January 1 
through December 31. 
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How the Friends supported the  
Library in 2008-2009 

    The Friends spent $170,619 in fiscal year 2008-
2009, including $14,837 from special grants.  Of those 
funds, 60.9 percent were used for Library programs, 
15.8 percent for staff development, 12.3 percent for 
branch and Library support, 6.6 percent for Library 
computers and 4.4 percent for the Special Collections 
Library.  (All figures were unaudited at the time of 
printing.) 
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ous funding will be well planned, well spent and well docu-
mented. 
 
    We have often been stymied in pursuing some activities due 
to lack of funds.  Your allocation has renewed our enthusiasm 
for identifying and pursuing advocacy projects. 
 
    A sampling of ideas that we would like to develop include: 
 

• Library public service announcements coordinated through 
the New Mexico Broadcasters Association 

• Breakfast meetings or coffee breaks to introduce the busi-
ness community to the Library’s business resources and 
also to its critical funding needs 

• Advocacy tools, such as identification badges or banners 
for use in face-to-face interactions with the public and our 
elected officials 

• Assisting the real estate community in distributing Library 
information to new residents 

 
    At our August meeting, the Advisory Board will form  a 
committee to develop a comprehensive advocacy action plan.  
It is anticipated that the plan will include a definitive list of 
activities and probable costs.  The list will be made available to 

the Friends Board so as to monitor and plan for our expenses 
within the allocation. 
 
    Please know that we will be working diligently for a suc-
cessful and productive application of the funds earned 
through the hard work of all the many book sale volunteers.  
Look for reports on our efforts in future newsletters. 

Friends support Library programs 
(Continued from page 2) 
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