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Eileen Longsworth retires as Library director

Library director Eileen
L ongsworth, who has been on medi-
cal leave since March, has now re-
tired on disability, effective August
18.

Eileen has served as director
since January 2000, when she left
her position as director of the Salt
Lake County Library System, for
whom she worked for about 12
years. Earlier, she was assistant

“Vision and dedication”

director of the Salt Lake City Public
Library, and, before that, adult ser-
vices coordinator for the Enoch Pratt
Free Library in Baltimore, Maryland.

Eileen has acquired many friends
and admirers during her stint in Al-
buquerque. Asoutgoing Friends
president Patti Watson said, “Eileen
has truly been a catalyst for change
and great improvement in the Albu-
querque/Bernalillo County Library
System during her tenure as our di-
rector. She has updated the Library’s
collection and technology and in-
stilled atrue commitment to cus-
tomer service among every member
of the staff. Our Library System
would not be the remarkable asset to
our community it is today without
Eileen’s vision, dedication and, most
of al, her understanding of theim-
portant role libraries play in our qual-
ity of life and our future.”

Eileen has also served as presi-
dent of the New Mexico Library
Association and has worked for
the passage of State General Obli-
gation Bondsfor librariesin 2002
and 2004. Shewas closely in-

Eileen Longsworth

volved in the design of the new
ErnaFergusson Library.

Eileen earned a master’s degree
in library science from Catholic
University of Americaand a
bachelor’ s degree in government
and politics from the University
of Maryland. She was named
Librarian of the Year in 1989 by
the Utah Library Association and
received a Public Service Award
in 1990 from the Utah State Leg-
islature.

She and her husband, Bruce,
livein Corrales and plan to con-
tinue to do so. (See page four for
aletter from Eileen.)

Participation grows
in Library’s Summer
Reading Program

Keep an eye out for kidsrid-
ing around on shiny new bikesin
Albuguerque and Bernalillo
County thisfall. Those lucky
kids could be the recipients of
some of the 48 bikes that were
given away during the grand
prize drawing for the Albuquer-
que/Bernalillo County Library
System’s 2006 Summer Reading
Program.

Thisyear’s program, spon-
sored by the Friends, was the
most successful oneto date, with
atotal of 23,383 people partici-
pating and reading for fun over
the summer. Participants logged
over 188,000 hours of reading.

During the nine-week program,
children, teens and adults were
encouraged to register, read and
attend any of the programs the
libraries offered. Children and
teens collected a prize for every
hour they read. For every 10
hours of reading, all participants
had a chance to enter their names
into araffle for additional prizes.

Y oung readers earned prizes
from tiger hand-puppets and
Target gift certificatesto new
bicycles and helmets. Participat-
ing adults, of which there were

(Continued on page 6)
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President’s message

| am excited to begin my term as
president of the Friends for the
Public Library! 1’m excited be-
cause of the many dedicated volun-
teers, donors and members of the
Friends. I'm excited because we're
astrong organization that gets
things done and makes a difference
in our community.

I’d like to start off by thanking
Patti Watson for her leadership as
president of the Friends over the
past few years. Because of her
|eadership and vision, the exposure

Exciting projects coming up!

of the Friends hasincreased dra-
matically. We have increased
revenues through our book sales
and the Bookshop and thus have
been able to fund more Library
programs and initiatives that en-
hance the Library System and read-
ing and literacy in our community.

| also want to thank Friends co-
ordinator Melissa Carlisle for her
hard work and dedication. Over
the past year, Melissa has overseen
book sales that have brought in
more revenue than we anticipated.

The Friends office
operations have been
significantly upgraded,
thanks to a donation of
two computers from
Pulakos & Alongi !

And, she has overseen there-
model of the Friends Bookshop at
the Main Library, which is abso-
lutely beautiful and amazing.

The shop has nearly tripled in
size, has beautiful bookshelves,
vibrant walls, modern lighting
and tons of books for sale. It
looks so good that many patrons
have asked, “Where can | find the
used books?” It truly lookslikea
world-class shop where you'd
find expensive, new books!

There’ s many more exciting
projects going on through the
Friends. We have teamed up
with the Library Advisory Board
to bring New Y ork Times best-
selling author James Bradley to
Albuquerque on Saturday, Octo-
ber 7. Thefestivities include a
Family Literacy Fiestafrom noon
to 4 pm at the Main Library. The
Friends, the Advisory Board and
the Downtown Action Team are
hosting two events: an evening
presentation at the KiMo from 8
to 9:30 pm with Bradley and a
benefit reception from 6 to 7:30
pm with the author, who wrote
“Flags of Our Fathers” and
“Flyboys.” The reception will
include hors d’ oeuvres, a per-
sonal visit with Bradley and book
signing. Thereception will bene-
fit “Every Child Ready to Read,”
aliteracy preparedness program
for preschoolers and their par-
ents. Look in the mail soon for a
brochure that will tell you how to
buy tickets.

In addition, the Friends Board
of Directors voted unanimously
to support financially the cam-
paign for the Quality of Life Ini-

. An organization that gets things done!

tiative which could increase annual
funding for the Library System by
over $4 million. Thisinitiative will
also increase funding at the
BioPark, the Albuquerque Mu-
seum, the NM Symphony Orches-
traand many other arts and cultural
organizations. We'll have more
details on theinitiative in our next
newsletter. The QOLI is expected
to be on the November ballot for
approval.

Finally, | want to thank Library
director Eileen Longsworth for
everything she has done to make
our Library System aworld-class
facility. Eileen announced last
month that she will beretiring after
serving for six years as director of
the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County
Library System and alifetime com-
mitment to a career in libraries.

We know that this decision to retire
has been one of the most difficult
of her life. However, wethink itis
important that Eileen continue to
improve her health following her
recent surgeries. Our thoughts
continue to be with Eileen, and we
know that we'll still see her in the
libraries and at our many events.
—Brian Morris

“Abe” Baudendistel
gets state award

We congratul ate Cletus
“Abe” Baudendistel, avol-
unteer on Fridays and Satur-
days at the Taylor Ranch
Branch Library, who won
the 2005 Governor’s Award
as outstanding New Mexico
Volunteer.




The Friends
Used Bookshop
at the Main Library
is now open!

*k*

5th & Copper NW
768-5123

Mon., Tues. 12-4 pm
Wed.-Sat. 10:30 am-4 pm
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profit corporation in support
of the Albuquerque/Bernalillo
County Library System.

Editor:
Barbara Ruzinsky

Contributors:
Melissa Carlisle
JuliaClarke

Eileen Longsworth
Brian Morris
Riann Powell

Rose Ricco

Joe Sabatini

Patti Watson

Friends with a current
membership receive Between
Friends by mail, free of
charge.

Fall 2006

July 15 was Bookshop Reopening Day!

An eager group of book
buyers was on hand for
the opening of the
newly renovated and
expanded Used Book-
shop at the Main Li-
brary. Almost $1,200 in
books were sold the first
day. Below: A bird’s
eye view from the main
level of the Library.
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Eileen says her goodbyes: “We have shared so many things....”

Thisisaletter written by retir-
ing Library director Eileen
Longsworth to Library staff and
member s of the Friends Board of
Directors.

Dear Friends:

We have shared so many
things—good times and bad, new
programs, new hires, new services,
and new bosses. Sincel started
with the Library System in January
2000, we have truly evolved into a
21st Century library. We have

Now a 21st Century library

focused on our customers, and
developed collections and services
that are designed to make a posi-
tive difference for them. | am so
proud of you all, so thrilled every
time | walk into an Albuquerque
Library and a staff member |ooks
up and smiles. | see how our ex-
pectations have changed, how we
now expect to improve, to have
beautiful buildings and modern
services. Most importantly, | see
how our customers view usin new
ways. We are more than just build-
ings with books; we are people
who love to help them.

It iswith regret that | need to let
you know that | am resigning as the
Library director, effective August
18. | am retiring on disability.
This has been one of the most diffi-
cult decisions | have ever made,
but health has to come before
work, even when work isavoca-

continue to welcome me and all
customersin the future.

tion, and ajobisloved. Being
Library director has been my
dream job, but now it istimeto
move on, to get better, and to
encourage anew dream in retire-
ment. My husband Bruce and |
will stay here, and continue to
visit with you all—of course, |
cannot give up reading and using
the Library!

You al will bein my thoughts
asyou grow and change. It will be
wonderful to see how new |eader-
ship will do things better, and make
the Library into an even more re-
sponsive organization. Thank you
for everything. | will missworking
with you, but all of uswill move
on, and do exciting thingsin the
future. | am glad that | will be
there to watch. | will be happy to
help you in any way that | canin
the future.

During the time | have been
off, I have thought often of you
al (well, every day, really) and |
have known that the work that |
had put into motion was continu-
ing while | wasgone. | have
missed you all, your friendship
and support. | have loved hear-
ing from you and appreciated
your prayers and good wishes.
Each time| havevisited alibrary,
| have felt welcome and val ued,
asafriend, customer and asthe
director. | know that you will

My sincere best wishes to you
al. You arethe best team of peo-
ple to continue the important work
of improving Library services.
Thank you for all you have done,
for your personal support, and your
understanding of this difficult deci-
sion.

—Eileen

Ernie Pyle Library in Albuquerque has
found a place in “The Libraries We Love”

The Ernie Pyle Library at 900 Girard SE in Albuquerque haswon a
spot in “Heart of the Community: The Libraries We Love,” the first book
to sing the praises and show the beauty of America s beloved public li-
braries.

Chosen from hundreds of nominations, the Ernie Pyle Library was
noted as an outstanding community resource. It isone of the 80 libraries
selected that, as agroup, display the full range of the diversity, style, his-
tory and contributions of librariesin the United States and Canada.

The branch is alittle white house with a picket fence located in the
UNM area. It wasthe only home owned by World War |1 correspondent
Ernie Pyle. Itisahistoric landmark and has remained essentially un-
changed since Pyle and his wife had it built in 1940. The full-color book
will be published by Berkshire Publishing Group in October 2006.
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The Friends for the Public
Officers and directors to serve on the 2006-2007 Friends Library is a volunteer
Board were elected at the annual membership meeting in organization that assists the
June. New and continuing members are: Library through advocacy and
fund-raising. Friends funds
President: Brian Morris purchase equipment and
1st Vice President: Bob Daniel supplies for Library programs,
2nd Vice President: Ray Orley such as the Summer Reading
Treasurer: Dacia Comunas Program, community outreach
Secretary: Pat Watson projects and workshops for
day-care providers. Major
Directors at Large: fund-raising efforts include the
Beverly Jones monthly book sales and the
Marilynn Motteler Bookshop at the Main Library.
Mike Puelle To become a member, mail the
Sandra Richardson form below with membership
Barbara Ruzinsky dues to Membership, Friends for
Patti Watson the Public Library, P.O. Box
K atherine Yuhas 26657, Albuquerque, NM

87125-6657. Dues cover the
calendar year from January 1
through December 31.

Yes! 1 want to be a Friend for the Public Library. ONew [0 RENEWAL
Members recerve a guarierly newsletter, free admission fo our monthly book sales, and a 10% discouni af any Friends bookshop,
Proceeds benefit the Aibuguergue Bernalillo County Library System

O 810 Student'Teacher (1 card) 0 510 Senior (1 card) O $15 Individual (1 card) O $20 Family (2 cards) 03 530+ Patron (4 cards)
Corporate Membership: 0 $50 Bronze (5 cards) 0 $100 Silver (10 cards) O $230 Gold (15 cards)

Diwgs ave for the colendar year, Jan. [« Dec. 31 Joln after November [ and receive membership pood thrangh the following calendar year
Additional membership cords may be purchased for 35 ench

Date: ~ #ofadditional cards (add S5percardy  Total Enclosed: §

Name: I | e | m

Addriss; City/State; . Zip:
Phane: bl

[0 1AM INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING. PLEASE CONTACT ME.

Friends for the Public Libeary PO Box 26657 & Albuquergue, NM 87125-6657
For information, call (S05) 768-5167 » TTYY wsers call (800) 639-8331



Friends for the Public Library
P.O. Box 26657
Albuquerque, NM 87125-6657
768-5167
www.friendsforthelibrary.org

Participation grows in
Library’s Summer Reading Program

(Continued from page 1)

over 6,600, had the opportunity to enter adrawing for prizes like | sotopes
baseball tickets and two round-trip airline tickets for every 10 hours they
read.

Kids, teens and adults alike enjoyed the free performances that were
offered throughout the run of the program at participating branches. Audi-
ences were entertained by songs about dinosaurs and red wagons, partici-
pated in amazing magical feats and heard stories from all over the world.

Not only did participation increase, the Library also saw an increase in
the number of youth assistants thisyear. More than 60 teenagers, ranging
from 12 to 18, volunteered to help Library staff at the Summer Reading

tables.

Although the program has come to an end, the Library continuesits
efforts to encourage people to read, both for education and for fun. Look
for more Library literacy programs in the near future. For all the latest
Library news and details on upcoming programs, visit the Library’ s web
site at www.cabqg.gov/library.
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At the branches:

Classic postcards of Route 66 scenes
from Chicago to the Pacific, with em-
phasis on Albuguerque and New Mex-
ico, will be on display at the Special
Collections Library through August 26.
The cards will include highway vistas,
local businesses, roadside attractions
and contemporary vehicles.

A special traveling exhibition,
“Fighting the Fires of Hate: America
and the Nazi Book Burnings,” will be
at the Main Library through October 7.
The exhibition from the U.S. Hol ocaust
Memorial Museum focuses on how the
book burnings became a potent symbol
during World War Il in America’' s bat-
tle against Nazism. It also examines
their continued impact on our public
discourse, and includes period artifacts,
documents and news coverage, along
with film, video and newsreel footage.



